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MINUTES. 



The White River Annual Conference of the Methodist Episcopal Church, 
South, began its fifteenth annual session at Batesville, Ark., on the third day of 
December, 1884, at 9 o’clock a.m. 

Bishop E. K. Hargrove, in the President’s chair, called the Conference to order, 
conducted religious exercises, and opened the session. 

George Thornburgh was elected Secretary; Charles L. Freeman, Assistant Sec- 
retary; and J. B. Suttler, Statistical Secretary. ' 

The Nominating Committee made the following report: 

Your presiding elders upon whom devolves the duty of recommending mem- 
bers of the several committees for this Conference, respectfully name the follow- • 
ing: 

On Public Worship — H. M. Granade, Josephus Anderson, and H. T. Gregory. 

On Conference Relations — George M. Hill, M. C. Morris, T. A. Craig, H. T. Greg- 
ory, W. M. Watson, T. B. F. James, and Thomas Vincent. 

On District Conference Journals — F. R. Noe, J. F. Pike, and D. B. Warren. 

On Church Property — A. S. Blackwood, J. M. Hanks, and D. P. Tunstall. 

On Books and Periodicals — J. F. Jernigan, J. S. Anderson, R. P. Harwood, M. • 
B. Umstead, and John Moore. ' 

On Memoirs — B. Harris, E. M. Baker, J. F. Troy, Charles Shaver, and R. D. 

. Moon. 

On Bible Cause — N. E. Skinner, E. C. Castlebery, S. W. Register, 'H. T. Blythe, 
and John S. Watson. 

On Temperance — J. M. Talkington, John W. Patton, and Henry Hays., 

And we recommend to fill vacancies as follows: 

On Missionary Board — E. M. Baker in place of R. D. Woodley, transferred. 

On Board of Education — J. S. Brooke in place of George A. Shaeffer, deceased. 

On Centenary Committee-^D. P. Tunstall in place of J. B,. Suttler, resigned. 

Examining Committee of Second Year — W. R. Foster in place of M. J. F. Beasley, 
deceased. 

Question 1. Who are admitted on trial? Alexander M. K. Branson and Charles 
W. Rook. 2. Armstead M. Grant, not admitted. 

Question 2. Who remain on trial? William Ruttledge, James D. Ruttledge, 
and John I. Maynord. 3. 

Questions. Who are discontinued? Henry C. Kirby, at his own request; 
Joseph B. Dodson and T. H. A. Skinner, by vote of Conference. 3. 

Question 6. Who are received by transfer from other Conferences? Willson 
Arnold, from the St. Louis Conference, on trial in class of the second year. 1. 



SECOND DAY. 

Thursday morning, December 4, 1884, Conference was opened at 9 o’clock a.m.. 
Bishop Hargrove presiding. 

Question 1 — Who are admitted on trial? — was resumed. William F. Walker, 
Ellison M. Davis, Thomas Whitaker, Andrew J. Johnson, and Moses R. Harp. 5. 
Silas^. Baker, not admitted. 

Question 2 — Who remain on trial? — was resumed. Elisha L. W. Arnold. 1. 
Question 3— Who are discontinued? — was resumed. R. S. Ellis, by vote of 
Conference. 1. 

Question 7. Who are the deacons of one year? S. W. Register, F. R. Noe, R. 
D. Woodley; J. S. Brooke, John C. Ritter — both continued in class of third year; 
Asa S. Blackwood. 6. 
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Question 16. Who are located this year? Eevana R. Raymond, John R. 
Jones. 2. 

Question 12. What traveling preachers are elected elders? John Moore, John 
S. Watson, and Riley P. Harwood. 3. John W. Wood, continued a deacon of 
one year in the class of the fourth year. 

Question 8. What traveling preachers are elected to deacon’s ordeis? None. 

.Question 5. Who are readmitted? Isaac T. Morris, Stephen D. Evans. 2. 
James G. Miller and Thomas G. Law, not readmitted. 

Question 20. Are all the preachers blameless in their life and official adminis- 
tration? The name of 0. B. Hunton was called, and complaint being made 
against him, his case was referred to a committee consisting of James M. Talking- 
ton, Benoni Harris, and George M. Hill. 



THIRD DAY. 

Friday morning, December 5, 1884, Conference met at 9 o’clock a.m.. Bishop 
Hargrove presiding. ' 

Question 4. Who are admitted into full connection ? None. 

Question 10. What local preachers are elected deacons? Flavino J. Shaw, 
Crowder B. Mosley, and James D. Ruttledge. 3. 

Question 14. What local preachers are elected elders? Ezekiel T. Church, 
Thomas G. Welch. 2. Joseph A. Parker, not elected. 

, Question 6. Who are received by transfer from otherConferences ? Mebane . 
F. Beasley. 1. 

Question 20 — resumed. The names of Edmond T. Jones, John Rhyne, J. A. 
Anderson, and Joseph Johnson were called, their characters passed, and they, 
asking special relations, were referred to the Committee on Conference Rela- 
tions. 4. 

The names of John H. Dye, H. M. Granade, G. A. Dannelly, M. M. Smith, J. 
M. Clark^ Josephus Anderson, S. L. Cochran, H. T. Gregory, E. M. Baker, M. B. 
Umstead, Thomas Vincent, J. C. Carter, R. D. Moon, J. J. Alexander, and J. F. 
Troy were called, and their characters passed. 15. 

Question 2 — Who remain on trial? — resumed. James R. Edwards was not be- 
fore the committee, his character passed, and he was continued on trial in the class 
of the first year. 1. 

Question 12 — What traveling preachers are elected elders? — was resumed. Isaac 
A. Vernon. 1. 



FOURTH DAY. 

Saturday morning, December 6, 1884, Conference met at 9 o’clock a.m. Bishop 
Hargrove presiding. 

Question 20 — Are all the preachers blameless in their life and official adminis- 
tration? — was resumed. The names of F. A. Jefiett, W. W. Anderson, J. F. Pike, 
Z. T. Bennett, J. M. Talkington, T. A. Craig, E. A. Garrison, Frank Ritter, E. C. 
Castlebery, J. W. Patton, R. G. Brittain, A. C. Griffin, W. R. Foster, C. B. Hun- 
ton, F. E. Taylor, W. M. Watson, J. F. Jernigan, J. F. Armstrong, C. L. Free- 
man, George M. Hill, M. C. Morris, T. B. F. James, B. Harris, N. Futrell, J. C. 
Brown, C. H. Ford, H. B. McNeill, N. E. Skinner, and N. B. Fizer, were severally 
called, and their characters passed; and R. G. Brittain, asking special relations, 
was referred to the Committee on Conference Relations. 29. 

The committee on the case of C. B. Hunton made the tollowing report, which 
was adopted: 

“ The committee of investigation appointed in the case of the Rev. C. B. Hun- 
ton ask leave to present the following report: After carefully considering all the 
evidence that we could obtain, and examining Brother Hunton himself with re- 
gard to his belief, we received assurance of his full acceptance of all our doctrines, 
and his promise to refrain in future from preaching questionable truths and doubt- 
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fill speculations; and therefore we find no cause for further complaint, and rec- 
ommend that his character pass. Respectfully submitted. 

“Josephus Anderson, 
“F. Ritter, 

“M. C. Morris.” 

Question 2 — Who remain on trial? — was resumed. W. A. Pendergrass: char- 
acter passed, but not having been before the committee, he was continued on trial 
in the class of the first year. 

Question 16 — Who are located this year? — was resumed. N. Futrell, at his own 
request in elder’s orders. 

The Committee on Conference Relations made the following report, which was 
adopted, to wit: 

“ You r^ committee report that the names of E. T. Jones, John Rhyne, Joseph 
Johnson, James A. Anderson, and R. G. Brittain have been referred to us, and we 
respectfully recommend that E. T. Jones, John Rhyne, Joseph Johnson, and James 
A. Anderson be granted supernumerary relations, and that R. G. Brittain be 
granted a superannuated relation. Respectfully, 

“ George M. Hill, Cftxtinnan .” 



Question 17. Who are supernumerary? Edmond T. Jones, John Rhyne, 
Joseph Johnson, and James A. Anderson. 4. 

Question 18. Who are superannuated? R. G. Brittain. 1. 

The report of the Committee on Education anent the “ Central Collegiate In- 
stitute” was taken from the table, and rejected. 

The Committee on Church Property made its report, which w'as approved. 
(See report in Appendix.) 

Question 14. What local preachers are elected elders? James G. Miller and 
Moses R. Harp. 2. 

The presiding elders were, by vote of the Conference, allowed to employ J. G. 
Miller and S. B. Barker, who had been refused admission. 

The Committee on Bible Cause made its report: 

“ Your committee to whom was referred the Bible Cause would submit the fol- 
lowing report: 

“ From all the information we have been able to secure, we find that but little 
has been done in this great Christian cause by us, to whom this work is prin- 
cipally committed. Not having at this writing any information from the Agent of 
the American Bible Society, Rev. W. H. Vernon, we can only report the amounts 
collected in the following charges by the pastors themselves, or their agents: 



La Grange Circuit 

Bethesda Circuit 

Salem Circuit 

Ash Flat Circuit 

Augusta Station 

Searcy Station 

Jamestown Circuit 

Powhattan and Smithville 



$ 7 oO 
1 00 
12 00 
3 15 
2 00 
17 00 

3 25 

4 10 



Total $50 00 

“ Considering the great importance of the distribution of the word of God, 
which gives the pure, unadulterated gospel to the people, we would earnestly rec- 
ommend that the pastors of the various charges in our Conference, at a time 
when in their judgment they think they would be most successful, present to 
their congregations this cause, and take collections in its interests. 

“ Respectfully submitted. N. E. Skinner, Chairman^' 

The Committee on District Conference Journals made their report, which was 
adopted, to wit: 
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“Your Committee on District Conference Journals report that the journals for 
the Batesville District and the Helena District have been placed in our hands. 

“The Batesville District Conference journal is not what we would wish it to be. 
The penmanship is only tolerably good, considerable deficiency in ‘dotting the 
i’s and crossing the t’s.’ There is also some informality in the registering of dele- 
gates ; for instance, the delegates from Salem Circuit appear as coming from Mel- 
bourne Circuit. The name of the pastor of Salem Circuit is not mentioned, yet 
his name appears on one of the committees, which proves that he had arrived, 
but had not been enrolled. 

“ The journal of the Helena District Conference is a model in penmanship and 
neatness, and the proceedings of the Conference put to record rigidly in minute 
form, yet we notice considerable deficiency in orthography, and also some in the 
grammatical structure of phraseology. One item in particular must be noticed 
by us. On page 155 we find this: ‘The following reports were made and referred 
to the appropriate committees,’ and then follow the names of several brethren 
without mentioning the official standing of these brethren or the nature of their 
reports. 

“Respectfully submitted. F. R. Noe, Chaii’man.” 

The Statistical Secretary reported the statistics. (See Appendix.) 

By vote of Conference, it was ordered that we meet on Monday morning at 10 
o’clock. 

After the doxology, the Conference adjourned with the.benediction by the Pres- 
ident. 



FIFTH DAY. 

Monday morning, December 8, 1884, Conference met at 10 o’clock a.m.. Bishop 
Hargrove presiding. 

Question 9. What traveling preachers are ordained deacons ? None. 

Question 11. What local preachers are ordained deacons? F. J. Shaw, J. D. 
Ruttledge, John W. Watson, and James D. Spence. 4. 

Question 13. What traveling preachers are ordained elders? R. P. Harwood, 
Isaac A. Vernon, John Moore, and John S. Watson. 4. 

Question 15. What local preachers are ordained elders? Thomas G. Welch, 
James G. Miller, and M. R. Harp. 3. • 

Question 19. What preachers have died during the year? George A. Shaeffer 
and M. J. F. Beasley. 2. 

The Committee on Memoirs made its report, which was adopted. (See Ap- 
pendix.) 

The Committee on Books and Periodicals made its report (No. 2), which was 
adopted. (See Appendix.) 

Question 31. Where shall the next session of the Conference be held? Helena. 

Rev. E. A. Garrison and J. B. Suttler offered the following resolution, which 
was unanimously adopted by a rising vote, viz. : 

^‘Resolved, That w'e hereby extend to the good people of Batesville and vicinity, 
who have so generously entertained us, our hearty and grateful thanks, and we 
pray Goal’s richest blessings to abide amongst them.” 

J. C. Brow’n and E. A. Garrison offered the following resolution, which was 
adopted, to wit: 

*‘Besolved, That this Conference request the Bishop to appoint the Rev. John 
H. Dye as editor of the Arkansas Methodist.” 

Rev. Lewis Kelley, a deacon of one year, and traveling preacher in the Meth- 
odist Episcopal Church, applied for admission into this Conference as a deacon of 
one year, and by vote of the Conference he was admitted and assumed the vows 
of the Church. 

The exercises of Missionary Day were entered into. Rev. J. J. Ransom, our 
Missionary to Brazil, addressed the Conference on the subjeft of missions in that 
country. 
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The Committee on Temperance made its report, which was adopted (See Ap- 
pendix.) 

The Centenary Committee made its report, which was approved. (See Ap- 
pendix.) 

The Board of Education made its report (No. 2), which was adopted. (See Ap- 
pendix.) ^ 

Question 30. What are the educational statistics? Two. District High Schools- 
— one at Wheatley, in the bounds of Helena District, with three teachers and forty 
pupils; one at Searcy, in the bounds of Searcy District. Value of the property, 
$3,500. 

The Sunday-school Board made its report, which was adopted. (See Appen- 
dix.) 

It was resolved that the different Boards be authorized to fill all vacancies in. 
their number. 

George Thornburgh and J. B. Suttler offered the following resolutions, which 
were adopted, to wit: 

“ 1. Besolwd, That hereafter, until otherwise provided, the reports of preachers 
in charge of work shall be made on the first day of the Conference to the Statis- 
tical Secretary, and by him distributed to the proper committees. 

“ 2. Resolved, That the Statistical Secretary do all the tabular work, and report 
to the Conference all the statistics; and that the Sunday-school Board, the Mis- 
sionary Board, the Board of Church Extension, the Joint Board of Finance, and 
the Committee on Church Property be not required to make any tabular state- 
ments on the subjects committed to them. 

J. J. Alexander asking special relations, his case was referred to the Committee 
on Conference Relations. 

Question 16. Who are located ? John W. Patton, at his own request. 

The Joint Board of Finance made its report, which was adopted. (See Ap- 
pendix.) 

The time of the Conference was extended indefinitely. 

John H. Dye and J. C. Brown offered the following resolution, which was 
adopted, to wit: 

“Whereas the sad intelligence has reached us of the protracted illness of our 
beloved Bishop A. W. Wilson, 

^‘Resolved, That we hereby tender our deep sympathy to our beloved Bishop in 
his great suffering, and will earnestly pray for his speedy recovery.” 

The Committee on Conference Relations reported on granting J. J. Alexander a 
supernumerary relation. 

Question 17. Who are supernumerary ? J. J. Alexander. 

The Joint Board of Finance announced the following assessments for the en- 
suing year: 





Bishops. 


Conference Claimants. 


Searcy District 


$100 


$320. 


Batesville District 


100 


320. . 


Jonesboro District 


100 


320. 


Helena District 


100 


320. 


Newport District 


100 


320. 



The Board of Church Extension made its report. (See Appendix.) 

The Joint Board of Finance made its report (No. 2), which was adopted. (See 
Appendix.) 

The Joint Board of Finance made its statistical report, which was approved. 
(See Appendix.) 

The Board of Church Extension offered the following resolutions, which were 
adopted, to wit: 

“ 1. Resolved, That Article II. of the Constitution of the Board of Church Ex- 
tension of White River Conference be amended so as to read as follows: 

“ ‘Article II. Officers and Members . — This Board shall consist of seven mem- 
bers, to be elected by the Conference at each session next after each General Con- 
ference. The members shall elect from their number a President, a Secretary,. 
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and a Treasurer, who shall hold their offices for the term of the members reg- 
ularly elected. In the absence of an ofl&cer at a meeting an officer p-o tem. may 
be elected.’ 

“ 2. Resolved, That Article V. of said Constitution be so amended as to read as 
follows: 

“ ‘Article V. Meetings and Quorum. — ^e Board shall hold a regular meeting 
at each session of this.Conference at whi(m provisions shall be made for anniver- 
sary exergises. Special meetings may be called by the Executive Committee. 
Four members of the Board shall be a quorum at any meeting.’ ” 

The Centenary Committee was by vote of the Conference continued for another 
year. 

The Board of Missions announced the following appropriations for the ensuing 
year: 

Presiding Elder. Preacher in Charge* 

Searcy District — Cleburne Mission $50 $100 

Searcy District — Argenta Mission 50 250 

Searcy District — Bayou Metoe Mission 100 

Newport District — Calamine Mission 50 100 

Batesville District — luka Mission 50 100 

Jonesboro District — Tyronza Mission 50 100 

Jonesboro District — Lake City Mission 50 100 

Jonesboro District — La Anguile Mission 50 100 

The same Board announced the following assessments for the ensuing year: 



Foreign Missions. 

Searcy District $550 

Batesville District 500 

Jonesboro District 450 

Helena District. 550 

Newport District 450 



Domestic Missions. 

$300 

250 

200 

300 

200 



The President announced the following to compose the Joint Board of Finance 
for the ensuing year: J. M. Talkington, W. A. Yarnell, C. H. Ford, J. M. Hanks, 
J. F. Jernigan, L. L. Mack, Frank Ritter, J. W. Stay ton, H. T. Gregory, W. E. 
Randle. 

The Board of Church Extension announced the following assessments for the 
ensuing year: 

Searcy District $140 

Batesville District 135 

Newport District ; 105 

Helena District 140 

Jonesboro District.. . . 105 

At the request of the Conference the President appointed John H. Dye editor 
of the Arkansas Methodist. 

At the request of the Conference the President appointed Z. T. Bennett Prin- 
cipal of Searcy District High School. 

Question 32. Where are the preachers stationed this year: 

SEARCY DISTRICT.— F. A. Jeffett, P. E. 



Searcy Station, E. A. Garrison; John 
Rhyne, Sup. 

Searcy Circuit, G. A. Dannelly. 

El Paso Circuit, J. F. Pike; J. A. An- 
derson, Sup. 

Gum Spring Circuit, Z. T. Bennett. 
Judsonia Circuit, to be supplied. 

Beebe Circuit, J. M. Talkington. 



Union & Revels Circuit, M. B. Umstead. 
Augusta Station, A. S. Blackwood; E. 
T. Jones, Sup. 

Mineral Circuit, E. C. Castlebery. 
Argenta Mission, J. H. Dye. 

Bayou Metoe Mission, W. W. Anderson. 
Cleburne Mission, E. L. W. Arnold. 
Editor Arkansas Methodist, J. H. Dye. 
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HELENA DISTRICT.— J. M. Clark. P. E. 



Helena Station, J. C. Brown. 

La Grange Circuit, C. B. Hiinton. 
Marianna Station, A. M. R. Branson. 
Forrest City Station, N. B. Fizer. 
Forrest City Circuit, John Moore. 
Wheatley Circuit, George M. Hill. 



Spring Creek Circuit, C. L. Freeman. 
Clarendon and Brinkley Station, C. H. 

Ford; Joseph Johnson, Sup. 

De View Circuit, N. E. Skinner. 
Cypress Ridge Circuit, Thos. Whitaker. 
Marvel Circiiit, W. A. Pendergrass. 



BATESVILLE DISTRICT.— H. M. Granade, P. E. 



Batesville Station, Josephus Anderson. 
Sulphur Rock Circuit, E. M. Baker. 
Evening Shade Circuit, J. S. Brooke; .1. 

J. Alexander, Sup. 

Ash Flat Circuit, Thomas Vincent. 
Mammoth Springs Circuit, J. F. Troy. 
Salem Circuit, I. A. Vernon, 
luka Mission, Lewis Kelley. 



Viola Circuit, to be supplied (by Thomas 
Franks). 

Newburg Circuit, F. R. Noe. 

Melbourne Circuit, J. C. Carter. 
Bethesda Circuit, H. T. Gregory. 
Jamestown Circuit, S. W. Register. 
Mountain View Circuit, B. Harris. 



NEWPORT DISTRICT.— M. M. Smith, P. E. 



Newport Station, Frank Ritter. 
Pleasant Valley Circuit, M. C. Morris. 
Jacksonport Circuit, T. A. Craig. 

Oil Trough Circuit, to be supplied (by 
N. E. Brady). 

Walnut Ridge Circuit, S. D. Evans. 
Pleasant Hill Circuit, J. I. Maynord. 



Corning Circuit, T. B. F. James. 
Pocahontas Circuit, R. P. Harwood. 
Siloam Circuit, J. F. Armstrong. 
Walnut Hill Circuit, E. M. Davis. 
Powhattan and Smithville, I. T. Morris. 
Imboden Circuit, C. W. Rook. 

Calamine Mission, R. D. Moon. 



JONESBORO DISTRICT.— S. L. Cochran, P. E. 



Jonesboro Circuit, F. E. Taylor. 
Greensboro Circuit, W. R. Foster. 
Gainesville Circuit, W^ M. Watson. 
Boydsville Circuit, John S. W^atson. 
Taylor’s Creek Circuit, J. C. Ritter. 
Wittsburg Circuit, J. F. Jernigan. 

La Anguile Mission, to be supplied (by 
A. Grant). 



I Hg,rrisburg Circuit, A. C. Griffin, 
j Buffalo Island Circuit, J. D. Ruttledge. 
Lake City Mission, J. W. Wood. 
Chickasawba Circuit, J. R. Edwards. 
Osceola Circuit, M. R. Harp. 

Marion Circuit, W. F\ Walker, 
j Tyronza Mission, A. J. Johnson. 



The minutes of to-day’s session were read and approved. 

The Bishop announced the following transfers: 

W. E. Ruttledge to the Arkansas Conference, and appointed assistant preacher 
on the Altus Circuit. 

R. D. Woodley to the Montana Conference, and appointed to Stevensville 
Station. 

H. B. McNeill to the St. Louis Conference, and appointed to Irondale Circuit. 
After singing the doxology, the Conference adjourned sine die, with the bene- 
diction by the President. 



George Thornburgh, Secretanj. 

C. L. Freeman, } a o . • 

T T> tj ^ ' Assistant fbecretaries. 

J. B. SUTTLER, i 



R. K. HARGROVE, President. 
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APPENDIX. 



REPORTS OF BOARDS AND COMMITTEES. 



TEMPERANCE. 

W.hereas our Church from its origin ha.s been pronounced in its opposition to 
intemperance, drunkenness; and drinking spirituous liquors, unless in “cases of 
necessity,” being forbidden in its fundamental law, which even the General Con- 
ference cannot revoke, and which also condemns the “ manufacture and sale of 
intoxicating liquors as a beverage;” and whereas these evils .are still wide-spread; 
therefore, 

Resolved, That the preachers of the White River Conference be requested to 
emphasize these subjects in the pulpit, and enforce mildly but firmly the law re- 
lating thereto. 

Respectfully submitted. J. M. TAI.KINGTON, Chairman. 

BOARD OF EDUCATION. 

REPORT No. 2. 

The Board has been informed that the Searcy District High School may at this 
time be revived, and by skillful management be made to enter upon a course of 
increased usefulness. The school is well located, the house in tolerable repair, 
and the patronage of the same will be good. We request that Brother Z. T. Ben- 
nett be appointed as principal of the school for the ensuing Conference-year. Value 
of property, $3,500. 

We find a district high school ii> the Helena District, located at Wheatley, 
which is reported as being in good working condition and successfully managed. 
This school deserves well of the Church, and we cheerfully recommend it to the 
patronage of our people. J. C. Brown, President. 

MEMOIRS. 

G. A. Shaeffer, whose brief memoir we here present, was a man of much 
meekness and humility, and indeed all the traits of the Christian character were 
prominent in his life and ministry. As a preacher he was above mediocrity. He 
was an elegant and refined Christian gentleman in all the varied relations of life; 
and although removed from us by the Great Head of the Church, we shall still 
continue fondly to cherish in oin* hearts his precious memory. In his social in- 
tercourse with his brethren he was always pleasant and agreeable, and we shall 
greatly miss him at our annual gatherings. He died in peace, strong in faith, and 
has gone to his reward in heaven. The burden of an itinerant life for more than 
thirty years has been exchanged for the quiet of the grave and the songs and 
shouts of the Church abov’e. May we his brethren, when done with the fellow- 
ship of time, join him on the other shore, and help to swell the songs of redemp- 
tion throughout the sweep of endless yeai-s ! 

M. J. F. Beasley was a man after God’s own heart, thoroughly consecrated to 
the work of the ministry. He exemplified in a life of holy living the vital prin- 
ciples of the gospel, and gave evidence to all around that he had been with Christ 
and learned of him. The divine afflatus was upon him. His religion was no dry 
intellectual abstraction, but a glorious exj^erience, a blessed assurance within of 
his acceptance with God. In the death of Brother Beasley the Church has lost 
an indefatigable worker, humanity a friend, and this Conference one of its purest 
and most consecrated men. May we emulate his many Christian virtues, and may 
his mantle fall upon every surviving member of the Conference ! 

Benoni Harris, Chairman. 
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SUNDAY-SCHOOL BOARD. 

Your Sunday-school Board would submit that they have not deemed it advis- 
able during the past Conference-year to hold district Sunday-school conventions, 
though as far as we have been informed each District Conference has paid some 
attention to the subject. We do not consider it expedient to hold either separate 
district Sunday-school conventions or a convention of the whole Conference, as 
the multiplying of conventions is a burden upon the hospitality of our people, 
and upon the time and pockets of the delegates. But, we do earnestly urge upon 
our presiding elders that they devote one whole day of the District Conferences to 
the discussion of the then condition of the Sunday-school work in their respective 
bounds, together with plans for better forwarding and enlarging the same. We 
also earnestly hope that our next Annual Conference will see its way clear to give 
one night to this great interest. 

Our preachers fail to realize the importance of the work; they do not appreciate 
the fact, and it is a fact, that in no other way can they so rapidly and surely lay, 
the foundation of a future prosperity which would soon astonish us who live in this 
day of small efforts and smaller results. While we are pleased to note a small in- 
crease in every department of the work the past year, we are yet pained to note that 
not more than one-third to one-fourth of our schools are perennial. The remainder 
are fragile blossoms which are annually dried up by August droughts or October 
frosts, and their results are so small that we most ux’gently recommend to our 
preachers as a step in the right direction that they for the new year try to keep 
these weaklings alive for at least six months. 

Our literature is generally used, and is good, except the Visitor, which sadly 
needs improvement. 

Searcy District. 




Batesville Station. 

Sulphur Rock Circuit 

Jame.stown Circuit 

Evening Shade Circuit 

Melbourne Circuit 

Newburg Circuit.. 

Salem Circuit 

Mammoth Springs Circuit 

Viola Circuit 

Bethesda Circuit 

Ash Flat Circuit 

Calamine Mission 

Mountain View Circuit 

Powhattan and Smithville. 

Smithvillle Circuit 

Walnut Hill Circuit 



S327 01 
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White River Amiual Conference, 

Jonesboro District. 




Helena District. 



Helena Station ; 

La Grange Circuit ! 

Marianna Station I 

Wheatley Circuit... i 

Holly Grove Circuit 

Clarendon and Brinkley Station 

De View Circuit 

Goodwin Circuit 


11 

5 
i! 
7 
2 
2 
3 

6 


15| 
35 
11 1 
31 >! 

81 

13i 

14 

18 


90 

145 

50 

225 

106 

1.30 

12.5 

120 


40 

500 

200 


50 

24 

20 

30 

1 


30 

1 

8 

12 

3 

1 

2 


50 

72 

40 

50 

39 

96 

80 

6 


1 

60j 

24 

45 

100 

6.5 

6 


S150 00 
38 55 

90 00 
45 10 
36 00 
26 00 
3 25 


Forrest City Station ! 

Cypress- Ridge Circuit j 


1 


10 

36 


60 
250 1 


50 




6 


75 


35 

125 


25 00 
30 00 


Total 1 


;i5l 


180 


1301 1 


790 


125 


63 


i 508 


460 


$443 90 


MiSSISSIPP 


I District 












Osceola Circuit 

Chickasawba Circuit... 


1 

3 


1 10 
! 10 


30 

169 


30 


! 30 


15 


1 


15 


$ 6 00 
3 00 


Frenchman’s Bayou Circuit 


4 


20 


107 


50 






92 


20 


11 60 


Tyronza Mission..... 




12 


60 


i ^ 






36 


36 


8 00 


Big Lake Mission 


1 


6 


22 














Total 


13 


1 67 


! 388 


1 85 


. 30 


15 


128 


71 


$28 60 



Recapitulation. 



Searcy District 

Batesville District 

Jonesboro District 

Helena District 

Mississippi District 


45 

50 

60 

lio 

13 


285 

.318 

329 

189 

67 


2125 

2451 

2801 

1301 

388 


1277 

1180 

340 

790 

85 


244 

115 

69 

125 

30 


75 

36 

64 

63 

15 


962 

1080 

420 

508 

128 


571 

562 

633 

460 

71 


$428 91 
327 01 
239 65 
443 90 
28 60 


Grand total 


203 


1188 


9066 


3672 


583 


253 


3098 


2297 


$1,468 07 



J. B. SuTTLER, Secretai'y. N. B. Fizer, President. . 
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MEMBERSHIP, BAPTISMS, AND CHURCH PROPERTY. 

Searcy District. 




I H « 

, « 5 

i ^ fl 

! % » 



Searcy Station 


1 


226 i 


27| 2 


T' 


300 


$6,000! 


1 


$1,.500 $ 75 


Searcy Circuit 


1 


468 1 


76 24 


6 


1600 


2,300 .. 






El Paso Circuit 


5 


630j 


18 9 


7 


1.300 


2,300 


i 


250 25 


West Point Circuit 


3 


384 i 


52 2 




1500 


2,0001 .. 


- 


500 


Judsonia Circuit 


3 


274 1 


15 


2 "" 


300 


400 .. 




75 


Beebe Circuit 




215] 


16 12 


3 


1000 


2,000 .. 







Oil Trough Circuit 




1181 


10 


2 


500 


300 .. 




30 


Pleasant Valiev Circuit... 




142 


2 


3 


1200 


l,800j.. 






Augusta Station 





130 


5 


1 


200 


2,000 


1 


1,600 150 


Mineral Circuit 


3 


484 


98 5 


5 


1410 


3,200 .. 






Argenta Mission 




70 


5 4 






L 




180 


Bayou Metoe Circuit 


2 


288 


32 3 


6 


825 


1,200|.. 


... . 




Newport Station 


I 


67 


1 


1 


350 


2,000 .. 




300 


Jacksonport Station 


1 


29 




1 


150 


400 


i 


1.50 


Jacksonport Circuit 


















Cleburne Mission 


1 


62 


4 


i 


200 


300 .. 


...1. 








i 










1 


i 


Total 


21 


3587] 354 j 68 




10,8;16 


$26,200 


4)' 


$.3,500] $1,335 




Batesville District. 



Bitesville Station 

Sulpiiur Rock Circuit 

Jamestown Circuit 

Evening Shade Circuit... 

Melbourne Circuit 

Newburg Circuit 

Salem Circuit 

Mammoth Springs Ct 

Viola Circuit 

Bethe.sda Circuit 

Ash Flat Circuit 

Calamine Mission 

Mountain View Circuit... 
Powhattan & Smith ville... 2 

Smithville Circuit..#. 3 

Walnut Hill Circuit 6 



Taylor’s Creek Circuit... 

Wittaburg Station 

Wittsburg Circuit 

Harrisburg Circuit 

Jonesboro Circuit 

Shiloh Circuit 

Old Town Circuit 

Greensboro Circuit 

Pleasant Hill Circuit 

Gainesville Circuit 

Boydsville and Mt. Zion. 

Corning Circuit 

Walnut Ridge & Corning. 

Pocahontas Circuit 

Siloam Circuit 

Walnut Ridge Circuit 




e| $2,100] $4871 $4,185 00 






0 . 



I! 
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Helena District. 



9 I ^ S I 

•« i a Si 
•< >2 S5 I 



Helena Station 1; 

La Grange Circuit I 1 

M ari anna Stat ion I j 

Wheatley Circuit ! 2 - 

Holly Grove Circuit j 2 

Clarendon and Brinkley..j 3 

De View Circuit j 1 

Goodwin Circuit j 3 

Forrest City Station j 

Forrest City Circuit 

Cypress Ridge Circuit | 3 



160 651 

192 8 1 334 

44| 3 3 1 

140: 12 4 4 

86| 4 9i 1 

74! li 1 

232 i 12 j 10 I 2 
175j 9; 1 2 

llli 4 1 

2241 1 

170 24 Cl 4 




820,000 

3,150 

1,000 

2.500 

1.500 
1,000 
1,050 
1,000 
1,000 



100 

35 

400 50 

100 

800 200 



Total ' 16 1608 82 ' 40' 4,950| $33,200 



Mississippi District. 



$1,700' $2,135' $8,1 



Osceola Circuit 


f 


32 


1 


2 


1 


100 


$ 200 


1 


$600 




$ 10 


00 


Chickasawba Circuit 




174 


5 


9 


3 


650 


1,300 


1 


250 








Hickman Bend Circuit... 


1 


11 

















$220 






Frenchman’s B.ayou Cir.. 


1 


51 


1 




1 


250 


450 


1 


250 


50 


20 


00 


Marion Circuit 


i 


60 


4 


2 


3^ 


900 


1,800 


2 


500 




500 


00 


Tvronza Mi.'ssion 


i 


40 


3 


1 
















Hopefield Mission 


1| 


14 






















Walnut Bend Circuit 


i 


40 






4 


800 


1,000 













Big Lake Mission 


3| 


58 


2 




1 


300 


175 












Total 


7! 


486 


16 


14 


131^ 


2,950 


$4,925 


5 


$1,600 


$270 


$530 


00 



Recapitulation. 




81, 

2 , 

4, 

8,636 25 
530 00 



$16,907 25 



BOARD OF CHURCH EXTENSION. 

Your Board at its regular meeeting made the following appropriations: 

To Argenta, $100; Mammoth Springs, $13.09; Melbourne, $13.09; Jonesboro, 
$100; La Crosse, $13.09; total, $239.27. 

There has been collected this year $226.20, one-half of which belongs to 

the Parent Board, leaving net to us $113 10 

To which add balance from last year 174 53 

Gives total in our treasury $287 63 

Deduct appropriations 239 27 

Leaves in our treasury $48 36 

There is a discrepancy of $27.50 between the reports and the payments to your 
Board. The reports show collected $253.70; the Board received only $226.20. 

The Board approved the applications of Helena and Mammoth Springs for 
loans from the Parent Board. Respectfully, John H. Dye, President. 

George Thornburgh, Secretary. 
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MISSIONS, CHURCH EXTENSION, AND CENTENARY. 

Searcy District. 




Searcy Station 

Searcy Circuit 

El Paso Circuit 

West Point Circuit 

Judsonia Circuit 

Beebe Circuit 

Oil Trough Circuit 

Pleasant Valley Circuit 

Augusta Station 

Mineral Circuit 

Argenta Mission 

Bayou Metoe Circuit 

Newport Station 

Jacksonport Station 

Jacksonport Circuit 

Cleburne Circuit 

Total ) #283 4o' $138 isl $95 oo' $6 OOj $23 00i$15 00 



Batesville District. 



Jamestown Circuit 

Evening Shade Circuit 

Melbourne Circuit 

Newburg Circuit 

Salem Circuit 

Mammoth Springs Mission 

Viola Circuit 

Bethesda Circuit 

Ash Flat Circuit 

Calamine Mission 

Mountain View Circuit 

Powhattan <fe Smithville Station. 

Smithville Circuit 

Walnut Hill Circuit 



$75 00 


$27 55 


$12 00 








$7 


$514 00 


35 00 


10 00 


9 00 










175 00 


6 35 


2 00 












1.50 00 


11 00 


8 00 


4 05 


$4 00 


$4 50 


it 00 


5 


735 00 


16 00 


12 00 


8 00 










400 00 


4 00 


8 50 












5 00 


30 00 


10 00 


7 00 










4 50 


•2 65 


2 30 












700 00 


2 40 


2 65 












12 00 


6 25 


10 00 










6 


90 00 


8 10 


7 75 


2 50 












2 50 


5 00 













45 00 


4 80 
















40 00 


12 (X) 


10 (K) 








21 


900 00 


2 00 


4 00 


10 00 










450 00 


5 00 


10 00 






$1 90 






50 00 


$251 05 


$131 75 


$62 55 


$4 00 


$6 40 


$4 00 


$39 


$4676 00 



Jonesboro District. 



Taylors Creek Circuit 

Wi’ttsburg Station 

Wittsburg Circuit 

Harri.sburg Circuit 

Jonesboro Circuit 

Shiloh Circuit 

Old Town Circuit 

Greensboro Circuit 

Pleasant Hill Circuit 

Gainesville. Circuit 

Boydsville and Mt. Zion Circuit 

Corning Circuit 

Walnut Ridge and Corning Sta.., 

Pocahontas Circuit 

Siloam Circuit 

Walnut Ridge Circuit 



Helena Station 

La Grange Circuit 

Marianna Station 

Wheatley Circuit 

Holly Grove Circuit 

Clarendon and Brinkley Station. 

He View Circuit 

GoQdwin Circuit 

Forrest City Circuit 

Forrest City Station 

Cypress Ridge Circuit 




$131 25> $142 651 $52 65|$40 7o| $55 5o|$58 8u| $52|$9400 00 
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White River Annual Conference. 



Mississippi District. 



CHABaES. 



Osceola Circuit 

Chicka.sawba Circuit 

Hickman Bend Circuit.. 

Frenchman’s Bayou Circuit. 

Marion Circuit 

Tyronza Mission 

Hopefield Mission 

Walnut Bend Circuit 

Big Lake Mission 



S 6 00 



10 00 
25 50 
5 85 



3 50 
5 00 



5 20 
10 00 



S b 
K 5, 



Centemaby Offebings. 



50 
1 00 



Total I $ 47:151 $ 2370 ! $1501 1 ! $1530 00 



•§1 

u a 

2 S 



. S 
s 

•o ■ 



10 00 
14 00 



20 00 
1500 00 



Kecapitulation. 



Searcy District 

Batesville District... 
Jonesboro District... 

Helena District 

Mississippi District.. 



Special contributions. 
Anniversary 



Grand total. 



$283 


m 


251 


05 


132 


55 


131 


25 


47 


35 


$845 


60 


:i4 


50 


$880 


10 




$602 35 I 







H 




$25 

39 




40 70 


52 










$253 70 


$50 70 


CO 

0 


$83 30 


$116 


$A71& 



JOINT BOARD OF FINANCE 

Searcy District. 



Chabges. 



Searcy Station 

Searcy Circuit 

El Paso Circuit 

West Point Circuit.... 

Judsonia Circuit 

Beebe Circuit 

Oil Trough Circuit 

Pleasant Valley Circ.. 

Augusta Station 

Mineral Circuit 

Argenta Mission 

Bayou Metoe Circuit.. 

Newport Station 

Jacksonport Station... 
Jacksonport Circuit... 
Cleburne Circuit 



Assessed for Pre- 
siding Elder. 


Paid for Presid- 
ing Elder. 




Paid for Preacher 
in Charge. 


Assessed for Bish- 
ops' Fund, 


Paid for Bishops' 
Fund. 


Assessed 
for Conference 
Claimants. 


Paid for Confer- 
ence Claimants. 


A 

0 

« 

•S 

0 

. 

ss 

ss 

a. . 


$100 (XJ 


$100 00 


$800 


$800 00 








$;i5 00 


$193 36 


100 00 


62 00 


555 


:i50 00 


5 00 






10 m 




80 00 


47 00 


528 


293 00 




msM 




10 00 




80 00 


46 20 


450 


270 00 




5 40 




10 0(1 


10 00 


80 00 


9 35 


480 


56 00 


5 00 


5 00 




6 (K) 




100 00 


70 (K) 


500 


350 00 


K£*L!2 


12 00 




15 00 




50 00 


20 35 


350 


144 05 


6 (H) 










60 00 


57 40 


510 


416 39 






20 00 


20 (HI 




100 00 


100 00 


850 


850 00 




11 00 


16 00 




24 00 


60 00 


52 45 


310 


221 70 


8 00 




W-lKilU 










100 


loo 00 


5 00 











60 00 


23 73 


300 


298 67 


8 00 






16 80 


100 00 


60 00 


800 


485 40 




10 00 


28 00 






50 00 


45 00 


200 


200 50 


HlwTI 


5 00 


10 00 






50 00 


• 


200 


125 00 




8 00 


18 00 






50 00 


40 00 


300 


200 00 




5 00 








$1,120 00 


$733 48 


$7,231 


g 

00 


$131 00 


$128 40 


s 

0 

00 


$l‘2o 80 


$365 95 



Batesville District. 



Batesville Station 


$100 00 


$83 25 


$1,000 


$8-25 65 


$10 00 


$10 00 


$35 00 


$40 00 


$210 00 


Sulphur Rock Cinmit 


50 00 


40 60 


425 


365 00 


8 00 


8 00 


16 00 


16 00 


37 00 


Jamestown Circuit.... 


50 00 


28 53 


400 


247 27 


8 00 


8 5t) 


16 00 


12 00 


86 00 


Evening Shade Circ’t. 


50 00 


31 00 


400 


306 90 


8 00 


4 00 


16 00 


10 50 


20 00 


Melbourne Circuit 


50 00 


37 54 


420 


278 36 


8 00 


8 00 


16 00 


16 00 


38 00 


Newburg Circuit 


35 00 


13 46 


245 


136 34 


7 00 


7 00 


13 00 


8 00 


50 00 


Salem Circuit 


40 00 


25 00 


360 


235 32 


6 00 


6 00 


13 00 


13 00 








i 
























- 




r 
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Charges. 






Total I $1,250 00' 



Helena Station 

La C^nge Circuit 

Marianna Station 

Wheatley Circuit 

Holly Grove Circuit 

Clarendon & Brinkley Sta.... 

De View Circuit 

Goodwin Circuit 

Forrest City Circuit 

Forrest City Station 

Cypress Ridge Circuit 



$1,095 00 1 



Osceola Circuit i 

Chickasawba Circuit 

Hickman Bend Circuit ' 

Frenchman’s Bayou Circuit 

Marion Circuit 

Tyronga Mi.ssion 

Hopefield Mission 

Walnut Bend Circuit 

Big Lake Mission..' 



Batesville District. 



s. 


o , 


ia 

« fl 


A 


'cJ « 3 
S u sa 


s * 


pa 

u • 
^ a 


1 0 S 
S O.S 

^'iTS 


o 


•3^ 




•S fl 


04 




04 



$468 88 1 $5,830 1 $4,238 97 1 $114 00 1 $106 45 1 $241 00 j $183 95 1 $537 55 

Jonesboro District. 



$260 00 $5 00 $5 00 $15 (X) i $15 00 

192 46 6 00 6 00 16 OOl 12 00 



$701 97 1 $6,4 901 $3,900 79 1 $53 55[^$80 55 1 $104 001 $124 90 

Helena District. 

$100 001 $1,000 1 $1,000 001 $25 06] $25 00 1 $.58 00 



$544 53 1 $6,9151 $3,846 95 1 $120 00 1 $120 00 1 $141 60 1 $169 05 



Mississippi District. 



$ 33 60 
120 00 



$7 001 $10 001 $ 1 00| 






$709 49 






Eecapitulation. 



$125 80 
183 95 
124 90 
169 06 
30 45 



4,386 75| $2,591 36 \ $27,5881 $17,755 9l|$471 56|$481 70|$79#60|$634 Is] $1,078 25 



Grand total. 
2 
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White River Annual Conference. 



REPORT No. 2. 

We have apportioned the Conference Fund to the following claimants, and paid 
the sums over to. the brethren whose names are set opposite: 



Claimant. 

Sister B. F. Hall and five children 

Sister Beulah Carlisle 

Bro. John Rhyne 

Bro. McAllister’s child 

Sister Tearson and five children 

Sister John Hall 

Sister B. Lee and one child 

Miss Jessie Noe 

Sister G. A. Shaeffer and children 

Cost of sending money to Rhyne and Mrs. Lee 

Total 

F. A. Jeffett, Seo'etary. 



Amount. 


;Paid to ! 


$150 00 


M. B. Umstead. 


, 60 00 


Bro. Jeffett. 


27 00 


G. A. Dannelly. 


27 00 




140 00 


Bro. Jeffett. 


45 00 


Henry Hays. 


68 50 


J. Anderson. 


27 00 




140 00 


Bro. Jeffett. 


45 




$684 95 





C. H. Ford, Chah'man. 



r 

I 



SECRETARY’S NOTE. 

All the advertisements in this book have been selected and solicited by the 
Secretary, and from a personal knowledge of them he indorees them as worthy of 
patronage and of confidence. They embrace the best business houses in Mem- 
phis, Pine Bluff, and Little Rock. We commend them all to the readers of the 
Minutes. Our churches will want organs — call on Hollenberg & Smith. You 
will want boots — all on C. C. Godden & Co., and Wilson & Webb. For groceries, 
go to Lawhorn & Newsom, Schoolfield, Hanauer & Co., Hill & Fontaine, and to 
Brooks, Neely & Co., and Porter & Macrae, of Memphis; E. D. Smith & Co., and D. 
E. Jones & Co., of Little Rock. Dry goods: B. Lowenstein, and Menken Bros., 
of Memphis; Pollock & Bro., of Little Rock. Jewelry, etc.: E.- L. Byrd, of Mem- 
phis, ^nd Albert Cohen, of Little Rock. Drugs: Williamson & Co., of Memphis; 
William L. DeWoody, and J. H. Scull & Co., of Pine Bluff; and J. E. Gibson, of^ 
Little Rock ; Hardware : Fones & Bros., Little Rock ; Orgill & Bros., Memphis. 
Read up all the colleges — Huntsville, Millersbnrg, Jackson, Logan Female Col- 
lege, and Quitman, of Arkansas; these are all first-class. See cards of Dr. Mur- 
rell, of Little Rock, and Dr. Spring, of Pine Bluff; they are first-class men, and 
can do what they promise. See cards of Drs. Marshall & Luckie, dentists — none 
better in the South. Drs. Cross and Watkins are too well known to need com- 
r mendation ; they will soon establish a hospital in Little Rock, and it will be a 
success. Do not fail to read the advertisements of ccknmercial and medical colleges 
of our city — none better in the South. Vanderbilt, too, appears as behind none. 

The following pages of “ Our Church History ” are selected from the Centenary 
Manual issued by Rev. Dr. W. P. Harrison, Secretary of the Central Centenary 
Committee. For the use of this valuable matter we are indebted to the courtesy 
of the management of our Publishing House at Nashville. 




OUR CHURCH HISTORY 



PEOGBESS OF METHODISM. 

From the year 1773 — the first year in which the Minutes were pub- 
lished — to the year 1832, a period of fifty-nine years, the majority of 
the Methodist people in America resided in the Southern States. In 
order to show the progress by sections, we have divided the numbers 
accordingly, giving to each section its number in every year from 1773 
to 1844. Under the term “ Southern States ” we include all of those States 
in which African slavery existed in 1860. Included in the “Northern 
States” are returns from Nova Scotia and from Canada. These, when 
omitted, will be marked by a foot-note. 



Methodist Episcopal Church Members, 



TABLE I. 



Southern States. 



Year. 


Members. 


Increase 
per cent. 


L773 


600 




1774 


1,354 


125.66 


1775 


2,429 


79.39 


1776 


4,398 


81.06 


1777 


6,480 


47.33 


1778 


6,095* 




1779 


8,258f 


27.43t 


1780 


8,118 




1781 


9,756 


20.17 


1782 


10,601 


8.65 


1783 


12,117 


14.30 


1784 


13,381J 


10.43 



Northern States. 



^ u Increase Decrease 

Year. Members. percent. percent. 



Total number of members, 18,000. 



16,747 

21,818 

32,080 

36,898 

46,951 

65,453 

54,364§ 

54,913 

52,396 

46,530 

44,940 

45,151 

43,865 



2,934 

4,024 

5,274 

6,364 

10,680 

10,700 

11,616 

12,730 

14,212 

13,737|| 

11,724 

13,512 

16,304 



21.00 

102.84 

51.08 

37.07 




♦The British troops were in possession of New York and Philadelphia, hence there are no 
returns from those churches, f Compared with returns of 1777. Jin 1784, at the organization 
of Methodism, the Southern States had more than eight members to one in the North, g The 
influence of the O’Kelley secession, and the “ Republican Methodist” movement, manifests 
itself here, and it will be seen atfecting the returns in the South, up to the year 1803. j Canada 
Conference omitted. 
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Our Church History. 



• 


Southern States. | 


Northern States. 






Increase 


Decrease 






Increase 


Decrease 


Year. 


Members. 


per cent. 


per cent. 


Year. 


Members. 


per cent. 


per cent. 


1799 


43,373 




1.12 


1799 


17,978 


10.26 




1800 


45,222 


4.26 




1800 


19^672 


9.42 




1801 


50'354 


11.34 




1801 


22,522 


14.48 




1802 


60,969 


21.08 




1802 


25,765 


14.26 




1803 


68', 237 


17.56 




* 1803 


35,833 


39.07 




1804 


70'563 


3.41 




1804 


42'571 


18.80 




1805 


76,069 


7.80 




1805 


43',885 


3.08 




1806 


84;334 


10.86 




1806 


46,136 


5.22 




1807 


96,118 


13.97 




1807 


48,481 


5.08 


1808 


98', 162 


2.12 




1808 


53!820 


11.10 




1809 


10l'599 


3.48 




1809 


61,439 


14.15 




1810 


105'961 


4.29 


. . 


1810 


68^599 


11.65 




1811 


111,473 


5.20 





1811 


73'094 


6.55 




1812 


120^826 


8.39 




1812 


74'539 


1.96 




1813 


132^840 


10.90 




1813 


80497 


7.60 




1814 


128'774 




3.06 


1814 


82'355 


2.63 




1815 


131,399 


2.03 




1815 


79,766 




3.14 


1816 


128,797 




1.98 


1816 


85,438 


7.11 


1817 


13l'l79 


1.84 


/ 


1817 


93'674 


9.65 




1818 


12S;760 




1.84 


1818 


100',867 


7.57 


• 


1819 


125,424 




2.59 


1819 


115,500 


14.50 




1820 


139,831 


11.48 




1820 


120,459 


4.29 




1821 


151,002 


7.98 




1821 


130,144 


8.04 




1822 


162',676 


7.73 




1822 


134,946 


3.68 




1823 


165^337 


1.63 




1823 


147,203 


9.08 




1824 


178',294 


7.83 




1824 


150'229* 


2.05 




1825 


192,493 


7.96 




1825 


155402 


3.64 




1826 


191^646 




.44 


1826 


I 69454 


8.63 




1827 


197^409 


3.00 




1827 


184,588 


9.12 




1828 


220,419 


14.18 




1828 


195437 


6.03 




1829 


239', 216 


5.76 




1829 


208',527 


6.53 




1830 


257,150 


7.50 




1830 


218'993| 


5.01 




1831 


266',766 


3.73 




1831 


246'348‘ 


12.49 




1832 


273^334 


2.43 




1832 


275^334 


ir.76 




1833 


294,473 

312,717 


7.50 




1833 


305'263 


10.87 




1834 


6.09 




1834 


326'067 


6.81 




1835 


313,100 


.12 




1835 


339'428 


5.91- 




1836 


313',610 


.16 




1836 


336',493 




00 


1837 


300^878 




4.05 


1837 


357479 


5.26 


1838 


307'960 


2.35 




1838 


388,589 


8.76 




1839 


333'925 


8.20 




1839 


405,869 


4.44 




1840 


381^785 


14.33 




1840 


470'221 


10.92 




1841 


417',071 


9.24 




1841 


496,012 


5.48 




1842 


495', 201 


18.73 




1842 


572488 


15.41 




1843 


530^434 


7.31 




1843 


640',048 


11.80 




1844 


541,672 


2.11 




1844 


597,078 




6.71 



♦Canada Conference included, f Canada Conference omitted. 



There may be a few errors in this table, growing out of the fact that 
the Conferences on the “border” occupied territory in several States. 
The Philadelphia Conference, for example, embraced portions of Del- 
aware and Maryland, whilst the Baltimore Conference occupied a portion 
of Pennsylvania. The names of the circuits are not always indicative 
of localities^. But there is a near approximation to the facts in the case 
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Progress of Methodism Sixc^ 1844, 

In 1845, in accordance with the “Plan of Separation” adopted by 
the Greneral Conference of the Methodist Episcopal Church in 1844, 
the Annual Conferences in the Southern States sent delegates to a 
Convention in Louisville, Ky., by whom the Methodist Episcopal Church, 
South, was organized. The first report from the Southern Conferences 
shows a lay membership of 458,499 in 1845. In order to show the rel- 
ative growth of the two Methodist Episcopal Churches since 1845, we 
select periods of five years, beginning with 1846. 

TABLE II. 



M. E. Chubch, South 



Year. 



1846 

1851 

1856 

1860* 

1866t 

1871 

1876 

1881 

1883 



Lay 

Members. 


Increase 
per cent. 


Decrease 
per cent. 


Year. 


Lay 

Members. 


Increase 
per cent. 


455,217 

529,394 






1846 


644,229 




16.29 




1851 


72i;S04 


12.04 


636;714 


20.27 




1856 


870,327 


20.59 


749;068 


14.99 




1860* 


988,523 


13.58 


420,105 




22.38 


1866 


1,032,184 


4.41 


605,341 


44.09 




1871 


1,421,323 


37.70 


731,807 


20.88 




1876 


1,613,560 


13.49 


849,818 


16.12 




1881 


1,710,204 


5.98 


894,132 


5.21 




1883 


1,769,543 


3.46 



M. E. Church (North). 



Decrease 
per cent. 



Growth in the Period 1866-1883. 



1 QAA 


. 420,105 


1866 


1,032,184 


1883 


. 888,094 


1883 


i;769;543 


Increase per cent, in 17 yrs . 


. 111.39 


Increase per cent, in 17 yrs. 


71.43 



♦This is four years only. TnetrouDieaconauiou oi me oouluciu euuunjr m xoui picvcukcu 
the collection of statistics. fAs the colored members of the Methodist Episcopal Church, 
South were constituted an independent Church in 1870, we have given above only the number 
of white and Indian members in 1866. The actual loss by the war was 121,197 members. 



In this table it will be seen that we have omitted the colored members 
altogether. In 1860 there were in full, members and probationers, 
207,766 colored members in the Methodist Episcopal Church, South. In 
1866 only 78,742 were reported. The results of the war alienated many 
of the colored people from their Southern friends, and, as a consequence, 
they joined other Churches. But there were a great many of the col- 
ored people who desired an independent Church organization, having 
friendly and fraternal relations to the Southern Methodist Church. 
Accordingly, in 1870, the “Colored Methodist Episcopal Church in 
America” was organized, their bishops being ordained by Southern 
Methodist bishops. We transferred not only our colored Church-mem- 
bers, but the Church property used by the negroes, and built by South- 
ern Methodists, to this new organization. The growth of this Church 
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Our Church History. 



it is not so easy to determine, owing to defective statistics, but the 
“Methodist Year-book” places the present number of members at 
155,000. If we include the colored members in 1866, the total number 
in the Methodist Episcopal Church, South, was 498,847. Adding the 
colored members in the Colored Methodist Episcopal Church, South, 
in 1883, we have 1,045,318. This makes the increase only 1.85 per 
cent, less than that given above. So that the growth of the Methodist 
Episcopal Church, South, colored members included, in seventeen years, 
1866 to 1883, was 109.54 per cent.! We believe this fact to be with- 
out a precedent in modern times. The white members of the Southern 
Methodist Church were doubled in fifteen years, 1866 to 1881 1 

TABLE III. 



Year. 


White Members. 


Colored Members. 


Indian Members. 


Total. 


1866 


419,404 

888,094 


78,742 


701 


498,847 


1883 


156,255 


4,783 


1,045,318 



Increase M. E. Church, South, in 17 years, 109.54 per cent., or 546,471 



Comparative Growth by Sections Since 1860. 

In the following table the members of the Methodist Episcopal Church 
(North) resident in the Southern States are placed under the column 
“ Southern States,” and the members of the Methodist Episcopal Church, 
South, resident in Northern States are placed under the column “North 
ern States.” 

TABLE IV. 

Methodists North and South since I 860 . 



Southern States. 


1 Northern States. 






Increase 


Decrease 






Increase 


Decrease 


Year. 


Members. 


per cent. 


per cent. 


Year. 


Members. 


per cent. 


per cent. 


1860 


869,367 






mm 


874,122 






1866 


638,204 




26.59 


1866 


894.397 


2.31 




1871 


1,006'S62 


57.76 




1871 




22.35 




187 6 


lj227'o27 


21.91 




1876 




16.57 




1881 


l',403',709 


14.35 




1881 




1.61 




1883 


l!490',372 


6.17 





1883 


1,322,265* 


2.00 





*In this aggregate are included 42,545 members in foreign mission stations. 



TABLE V. 

Members of the Methodist Episcopal Church (North) Living in the South. 



1860 

1866 

1871 



123,692 1876 
139,359 1881 
326,995 1883 



375,792 

413,891 

447,278 
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Progress of Methodism. 

TABLE VI. 

Methodists in the Tm Sections. 



In this table we have located all the members of the Evangelical As- 
sociation and the United Brethren in the Northern States. This is not 
strictly correct, but we have no means of making a proper distribution 
between the two sections. The members of the Colored Methodist Epis- 
copal Churches are placed as accurately as our data will permit. We 
have deducted from the aggregate of the Methodist Episcopal Church the 
members in the foreign fields, and from the Methodist Episcopal Church, 
South, all members living beyond the borders of the former slave-hold- 
ing States. It will be seen by this table that the Southern States, with 
a total population in 1883 of 20,500,000, have 2,193,116 Methodist com- 
municants, or one communicant for less than ten persons of all ages. 
In the North there are 1,720,564 Methodists in 34,000,000 of popula- 
tion, or one communicant for a little less than twenty persons of all 
ages. The tide of foreign immigration presents many difficulties to our 
Northern brethren, but we have so few foreigners in the South that we 
have known comparatively little of this problem. Our growth in the 
South is almost wffiolly among native Americans — our German Mission 
being the only exception. In Texas quite a number of Mexicans have 
united with our Church, but most of these are natives of the State. 

Methodists Throughout the World, 

For the following table we are indebted to the “Methodist Year- 
book.” The only changes we have made are in the two items of 
the Methodist Episcopal Churches. We have given the Methodist 
Episcopal Church statistics, and those of the Methodist Episcopal 
Church, South, from the Minutes of 1883. The data here fiirnished 
bring the figures up to the year 1883 for all the Churches. In two 
or three instances the numbers of local preachers are estimated by 
persons well informed in their respective communions. 



Southern States. 



M. E. Church, South 888,815 

M. E. Church (North) 447,278 

Methodist Protestant Church 77,023 

African M. E. Church 340,000 

African M. E. Zion Church. . 260,000 

Colored M. E.* Church 155,000 

Congregational and Ind. M . . 25,000 

Total 2,193,116 



Northern States. 



M. E. Church.... 1,279,720 

M. E. Church, South 16,433 

Methodist Protestant Church 48,648 

African M. E. Church 50,000 

African M. E. Zion Church.. 40,000 

Evangelical Association 119,000 

United Brethren 159,547 

Union American and Prim. M. 7,216 

Total l;720,564 



' f 
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Our Church History. 
TABLE VII. 



EpiscoPAii Methodists in the United States. 



Chubches. 


Itinerant 

Preachers. 


Local 

Preachers. 


Lay 

Members. 


Methodist Episcopal Church 

Methodist Episcopal Church, South 

African Methodist Episcopal Church 
African Methodist Episcopal Zion Church . . 

Colored Methodist Episcopal Church; 

Evangelical Association 

United Brethren 


12,64^ 

4,126 

1,832 

2,000 

1,046 

953 

1,257 

112 


12,026 

5,892 

9,760 

2,75a 

683 

599 

963 

40 


1,769,534 

894,132 

391,044 

300.000 

155.000 
119,758 
159,547 

3,500 


Union American Methodist Episcopal Church 


23,973 i 


32,713 


3,792,515 



Non- Episcopal Methodists in the United States. 



Methodist Protestant Church 

American Weslevan Church 

Free Methodist Church 

Primitive Methodist Church 

Independent Methodist Church 

Congregational Methodists 


1,358 

267 

263 

27 

25 


1,010 

215 

326 

162 

27 

23 


123,054 

23,590 

12,719 

3,716 

5,000 

20,000 


1,940 


1,763 


188,079 


Methodists in Canada. 


The Methodist Church of Canada 

Methodist Episcopal Church of Canada 

Primitive Methodist Church 

Bible Christian Church 

British Methodist Episcopal Church, colored 


1,216 

259 

89 

79 

45 


1,261 

255 

246 

197 

20 


128,644 

25,671 

8,090 

7,398 

2,100 


1,688 


1,979 


171,903 


Methodists in Great Britain and Missions. 

• 


British Wesleyan Methodists in Gt. Britain . 
Britisli Wesleyan Methodists in Missions. . . . 

Primitive Methodists. .'. 

New Connection Methodists 

United Free Methodists 

Wesleyan Keform Union 

Bible Christians (including Australia) 


1,917 

385 

1,147 

188 

391 

551 

228 


14,183 

15,982 

1,271 

3,417 

1,909 


441,484 

70,747 

196,480 

29,299 

84,152 

8,663 

28;624 


4,807 


36,762 


859,449 


Wesleyan Affiliating Conferences. 


Irish Weslevan Conference 

French W eslevan Conference 

Australian Conferences 

South African 


239 

196 

449 

167 


4,480 


25,050 

2,024 

69,392 

26,038 







Grand Total 



1,051 

33,459 



4,480 

77,697 



126,504 

5,138,450 



Churches. 



Itinerant 

Preachers. 



Local 

Preachers. 



Methodists in Churches of United States 

Dominion of Canada 


25,913 

1,688 

4,807 

1,051 


34,426 

1,979 

36,762 

4,480 


3,974,556 

171,903 

859,449 

69,392 


Great Britain and Missions 


Affiliating Conferences 




33,459 


77,647 





Religious Denominations in the United States, 

The census of 1880, so far as the statistics of Churches are concerned, 
have not yet appeared in print. From the census of 1870 the follow- 
ing table is taken. These items include Church organizations, edifices, 
sittings, and property. 

TABLE VIII. 



Denominations. 


Organi- 

zations. 


Edifices. 


Sittings. 


Property. 


Baptist (regular) 


14,174 

1,355 

3,578 

2,887 

2,835 


12,857 

1,105 

2,822 

2.715 


3,997,116 

363,019 


$39,229,221 

2,378,997 

6,425,137 

25,069,698 

36,514,549 

2,301,650 

3,939,560 

5,155,234 

14,917,747 

69,854,121 


Baptist (other) 


Christian 


865;602 

1,117,212 

991,051 

193,796 


Congregational 


Episcopal (Protestant) 




Evangelical Association 


'815 


Friends 


692 


662 


224,664 

73,265 

977,332 

6,528,209 

6,935 

25,700 


Jewish 


189 


152 


Lutheran 




2,766 

21,337 


Methodist 


Miscellaneous 


' 27 


' 17 


'l.35',650 

709,100 

656,750 

869,700 

47,828,732 

5,436,524 

10;359.255 


Moravian (Unitas Fratrum) 


• 72 


67 


Mormon 


189 


171 


87', 838 
18,755 
2,198,900 
499,344 
227,228 
431,700 
1,990,514 
34,555 
8,850 
6,970 
155,471 
265,025 
210,884 
11,925 
153,202 


New Jerusalem (Swedenborgian) 

Presbyterian (resrular) 




61 

5.683 


Presbyterian (other) 


T,562 

471 




Reformed Church in America * 


468 


Reformed Church in United States f.. 
Roman Catholic 


1,256 

4,127 

225 


^^1 


5^775,215 

60,985,566 

306,240 

86,900 

100,150 

6,282,675 

1,819,810 

5,692,325 

687,800 


Second Advent 


Shaker 


18 


18 


Spiritualist 


95 


22 


Unitarian 


331 




United Brethren in Christ 


1,445 

719 


9.37 


Universalist 




Unknown (local missions) 


26 


27 


Unknown (union) 






965,295 




All denominations 


72,459 


63,082 


21,66.5,062 


$354,483,581 



*Late Dutch Reformed, f^ate German Reformed. 



From these figures the “Methodist Year-book^’ makes the following 
exhibit. 
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TABLE IX. 



Dxnohimations. 


Organi- 

zations. 


Edifices. 


Sittings. 


Property. 


Total Methodists 


27,538 

15,829 

7,824 

2,887 

2,835 

4,127 


22,915 

13,962 

7,070 

2,715 

2,601 

3,806 


■ 7,455,937 
4,360,135 
2,698,244 
1,117,212 
991,051 
1,900,514 


$73,975,581 

41,608,198 

53,265,256 

25,069,698 

36,514,549 

60,985,566 


Total Baptists (all kinds) 


Total Presbyterians 


Total Congregationalists 


Total Protestant Episcopal 


Total Roman Catholic 



The United States census does not record the communicants in the 
various Churches, but takes notice of the Church property only. The 
value of this property is generally given as the “true” in contrast with 
the “assessed” value, which latter, in many of the States, is much less 
than the former. 

Baptists and Methodists in the South. 

From the latest returns in the Baptist Year-book for 1883, we have 
prepared the following table. Every denomination bearing the name 
“Baptist” is included, and all branches of the Methodist Church, as 



given in the Minutes for 1883. 

TABLE X. 

All denominations of Methodists in the Southern States 2,193,116 

All denominations of Baptists in the Southern States 1,785,795 



Methodist majority 407 ,321 

All Methodists in the United States 3,974,069 

All Baptists in the United States f. . 2,394,742 



Methodist majority 1,579,327 



Increase ly Church Property in Thirteen Southern 
States from 1850 to 1883. 

In the following table we have taken the returns fornished by the 
United States census of 1850, and the reports given in the minutes o^ 
the several Annual Conferences for 1883. The property held by the 
various Conferences is assigned to the State in which the property lies. 
These statistics of Church property include only church-buildings and 
parsonages ; college-buildings and similar property are not included. 

It may be proper to remark that the peculiar organization of the 
Methodist Episcopal Churches renders the cqllection of Church statistics 
more accurate and reliable than other forms of Church government can 
furnish. This fact is attested by the officers of the United States census 
in several instances wherein the Baptist and Congregational Churches 
have complained of unfair treatment. It is probable that as a rule the 
figures of the United States census and our Annual Minutes may be 
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used reciprocally, as we have used them in the following table. We 
may remark also that in 1850 the State of West Virginia was a part 
of Virginia, so that thirteen States in 1850 include fourteen States in 
1883. Delaware and Maryland, although Southern States, are not in- 
cluded in the table, as the Southern Methodist Church had few, if any, 
members in these States in 1850. 



TABLE XL 



State. 


No. of 
Churches 
in 1850. 


No. of 
Churches 
in 1883. 


Increase 
per cent. 


Value of 
Church Prop, 
in 1850. 


Value of 
Church Prop, 
in 1883. 


■ i? 

Increase I; 

per cent. 


1. Texas 


173 


708 


309.24 


$ 58,195 


$1,006,667 


1,629.81 II 


2. Arkansas . . 


168 


592* 


252.38 


27,070 


435,960 


1,610.49 I! 


3. Missouri . . . 


263 


629 


139.16 


281,745 


1,385,750 


391.88 


4. N. Carolina 


786 


886 


12.72 


292,608 


1,055,840 


360.83 f 


5. Tennessee . 


867 


1,248 


43.94 


381,811 


1,497,958 


292.32 


6. Alabama . . 


577 


998 


72.96 


276,279 


984,258 


256.25 


7. Georgia . . . 


809 


1,138 


40.66 


393,943 


1,392,006 


253.60 I 


8. Mississippi. 


454 


799 


75.99 


240,265 


753,350 


213.54 


9. Virginia... 


1,025 


1,205 


16.58 


725,003 


2,240,105 


208.97 


10. Kentucky . . 


530 


690 


30.19 


460,755 


1,345,737 


191.75 I' 


11j Florida.... 


87 


160 


81.60 


55,260 


139,686 


162.77 ]■ 


12. S. Carolina. 


484 


601' 


24.19 


341,168 


776,892 


127.71 1 


13. Louisiana! . 


125 


173 


38.40 


236,500 


309,373 


30.08 j 




6,348 


9,827 


54.80 


$3,771,502 


$13,323,592 


253.26 |i 

j) 



♦Ihe White River Conference is estimated, the Minutes not having reached us. 
fin Louisiana and Texas there are churches belonging to the German Mission Conference; 
these are not included here. 

General Note . — There may be some slight inaccuracy in the case of those Conferences which 
lie in two or more States. We have been as careful as possible in distributing the property to 
the several States, taking the districts as a whole. Where the district is divided between two 
or more States, it is impossible to avoid a slight error; but the difference is very small, and 
the general conclusion may be considered reliable. 

In 1857 the Methodist Episcopal Church (North) had $17,908,184 
in church -buildings and parsonages. In 1883 the amount was $79,- 
238,085, an increase, in twenty-six years, of 342 per cent. In compar- 
. ing the increase of Church property North and South, it must be re- 
membered that the South sustained terrible losses by the civil war, from 
which we have not yet recovered. The comparative wealth of the two 
sections will be seen by the following figures : 

In 1850 the taxable property (slaves not included) of the thirteen 



Southern States mentioned above was $2,480,000,000 

In 1880 the taxable property in these thirteen States was ........ 2,370,000,000 

Showing a clear loss of real and personal estate in thirty years of. . 110,000,000 

In 1850 the Northern States owned, including Maryland, Dela- 
ware, and Missouri 3,473,000,000 

In 1880 these States owned 14,403,000,000 

Gain in the thirty years $10,930,000,000 

Showing a gain of 314 per cent, in thirty years. 
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Religious Denominations in the United States. 

In preparing the following table we have made iise of all the data 
accessible. The records are made up from a variety of “Annuals,” 
“Almanacs,” “Year-books,” and Minutes, and bring the figures up to 
the close of the year 1883 : 

TABLE XVII. 



Denominations. 



Churches. Ministers. Members. 



Adventist 

Adventist, Second 

Adventist, Seventh -day 

American Communities 

Baptist 

Baptist, Anti-mission 

Baptist, Free-will 

Baptist, Seveiitli-day 

Baptist, Six Principle 

Christian (Disciples of Christ) , 

Congregational 

Dunkards (The Brethren) 

Episcopal, Protestant 

Episcopal, Reformed 

IViends 

Jews 



Lutheran 

Menonite, New 

Methodist Episcopal 

Methodist Episcopal, South 

Methodist African (Methodist Episcopal) ... 
ISIethodist African (Methodist Episcopal Zion) 

Colored Methodist Episcopal 

Methodist, Free 

Evangelical Association 

Methodist, Independent 

Methodist, Primitive 

Methodist, Protestant 

Methodist, Wesleyan 

United Brethren in Christ 

Moravian 



Mormon 

New Jerusalem (Swedenborgian) . . , 

Presbyterian (North) 

Presbyterian, South 

Presbyterian, Cumberland 

Presbyterian, Reformed 

Presbyterian, United 

Reformed Church in America 

Reformed Church in United States. 

Roman Catholic* 

Shaker 

Unitarian Congregational 

United Evangelical 

Universalist 

Winebrennerians 



91 

. 583 

608 
14 
24,794 
1,090 
1,485 
87 
20 
4,681 
3,689 
710 
3,049 
55 
621 
269 
6,327 
31 
18,152 
10,105 



107 

501 

138 

8 

15,401 

888 

1,286 

103 

17 

3,6o8 

3,923 

1,665 

3,513 

68 

876 

202 

3,550 

44 

12,546 

4,179 

1,832 




11,100 

63,500 

14,733 

2.838 



2,133,044 

40.000 
76,706 

8,606 

2,075 

567,448 

383,685 

90.000 
344,888 

10,459 

67,643 

13,683 

800,189 

2,990 

1,782,090 

900,069 

391,044 

300.000 

155.000 
12,120 
99,607 

2,100 
3,370 
125,671 
17,847 
155,437 
16,112 
110,377 , 
7,434 
600,695 
127,017 
111,855 
6,020 
84,573 
80,156 
154,742 

*2,4o6 

17,960 




’•'■■The Roman Catholics do not make public the number of communicants, as Protestant 
Churches do. The Roman Catholics claim a population of G,a70.858 in this country. 
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Bishops of the Methodist Episcopal Church, South, 

1. Joshua Soule. — Boro in Maine, August 1, 1781. Entered the 
traveling ministry in 1799; ordained Bishop in 1824, when forty-two 
years old, in the twenty-fifth year of his ministry. Died near Nash- 
ville, Tennessee, March 6, 1867. 

2. James O. Andrew. — Born in Wilkes county, Georgia, May 3, 
1794. Entered the traveling ministry in T812; ordained Bishop in 
1832, in the thirty-ninth year of his age, and the nineteenth year of 
his ministry. Died at Mobile, Alabama, March 2, 1871. 

3. William Capers. — Born in South Carolina, January 26, 1790. 
Entered the South Carolina Conference in 1808; ordained Bishop 
ill 1846, aged fifty-six years, in the thirty-seventh year of his min- 
istry. Died at Anderson Court-house, South Carolina, January 29, 
1855. 

4. Robert Paine. — Born in Person county. North Carolina, No- 
v\5mber 12, 1799. Entered the Tennessee Conference in 1818; ordained 
I'ishop in 1846, aged forty-six, in the twenty-eighth year of his min- 
iiXry. Died in Aberdeen, Mississippi, October 19, 1882. 

5. Henry B. Bascom. — Born in Hancock, Delaware county, New 
’Y ork, May 27, 1796. Entered the Ohio Conference in 1813; ordained 
Bishop in 1850, aged fifty-four, in the thirty-sixth year of his ministry. 
Died September 8, 1850, in Louisville, Kentucky. 

6. George F. Pierce. — Born in Greene county, Georgia, February 

3, 1811. Entered the Georgia Conference in 1831; ordained Bishop 
in 1854, aged forty-three, in the twenty-third year of his ministry. Died 
nea • Sparta, Ga., September 3, 1884. , 

7. John Early. — Born in Bedford county, Virginia, January 1, 
1786. Entered the Virginia Conference in 1807 ; ordained Bishop in 
1854, aged sixty-eight, in the forty-seventh year of his ministry. Died 
in Lynchburg, Virginia, November, 1873. 

. 8. Hubbard H. Kavanaugh. — Born in Clarke county, Kentucky, 
January 14, 1802. Entered the Kentucky Conference in 1823; or- 
dained Bishop in 1854, aged fifty-two years, in the thirtieth year of his 
ministry. Died in Columbus, Miss., March 19, 1884. 

9. William M. Wightman. — Born in Charleston, South Carolina, 
January 8, 1808. Entered the South Carolina Conference in 1828; 
ordained Bishop in 1866, aged fifty-eight, in the thirty-eighth year of his 
ministry. Died in Charleston, February 5, 1882. 

10. Enoch M. Marvin. — Born in Warren county, Missouri, June 
12, 1823. Entered the Missouri Conference in 1841; ordained Bishop 
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in 1866, aged forty-three, in the twenty-fourth year of his ministry. 
Died in St. Louis, Missouri, November 26, 1877. 

11. David S. Doggett. — Born in Lancaster county, Virginia, Jan- 
uary 23, 1810. Entered the Virginia Conference in 1829; ordained 
Bishop in 1866, aged fifty-five, in the thirty-seventh year of his minis- 
try. Died in Richmond, Virginia, October 27, 1880. 

12. Holland N. McTyeire. — Born in Barnwell District, South 
Carolina, July 24, 1824. Entered the Virginia Conference in 1845; 
ordained Bishop in 1866, aged forty-one, in the twenty-first year of his 
ministry. Residence, Nashville, Tennessee. 

13. John Christian Keener. — Born in the city of Baltimore, 
Maryland, February 7, 1819. Entered the Alabama Conference in 
1843; ordained Bishop in 1870, aged fifty-one, in the twenty-seventh 
year of his ministry. Residence, New Orleans, Louisiana. 

14. Alpheus W. Wilson. Born in the city of Baltimore, Mary- 
land, February 5, 1834. Entered the Baltimore Conference in 1853; 
ordained Bishop in 1882, aged forty-eight, in the twenty-ninth year of 
iiis ministry. Residence, Baltimore, Maryland. 

15. Linus Parker. — Born in Rome, Oneida county. New York, 
April 23, 1829. Entered the Louisiana Conference in 1849; ordained 
Bishop in 1882, aged fifty-three, in the thirty-second year of his minis- 
try. Residence, New Orleans, Louisiana. 

16. John C. Granbery. — Born in Norfolk, Virginia, December 5, 
1829. Entered the Virginia Conference in 1848; ordained Bishop in 
1882, aged fifty-two, in the thirty-third year of his ministry. Residence, 
Richmond, Virginia. 

17. Robert K. Hargrove. — Born in Pickens county, Alabama, 
September 18, 1829. Entered the Alabama Conference in 1857 ; or- 
dained Bishop in 1882, aged fifty-two, in the twenty-fourth year of his ' 
ministry. Residence, not fixed. 

Number of bishops in proportion to ministers and laymen at the close 
of the General Conference in the years named below : 



Year. 


Preachers. 


Members. 


1846, one bishop to 


... 379 


113,-804 


1850, one bishop to 


... 340 


102,920 


1854, one bishop to 


... 298 


86,186 


1858, one bishop to 


... 429 


116,528 


1866, one bishop to 


... 248 


50,510 


1870, one bishop to 


... 291 


58,641 


1874, one bishop to 


... 435 


89,095 


1878, one bishop to ... . 


... 552 


118,882 


1882, one bishop to 


...449 


97,477 


In April, 1884, one bishop to . 


. .. 596 


129,178 



No. of No. of Con- 
Bishops. ferences. 

4 19 

5 20 

7 22 

6 23 

10 27 

10 34 

8 37 

7 39 

9 38 

7 38 



» 




ESTEY & CAMP, 

SOLE AGEHTS FOR THE STATE OF ARKANSAS 



FOR THE FOLLOWING CELEBRATED 




HAINES PIANOS, 
SIMPSON PIANOS, 
ESTEY ORGANS. 



'MATHUSHEK PIANOS, 

STORY & CAMP PIANOS, 
STORY & CAMP ORGANS. 



We sell instruments at the very lowest prices, on installments or 
for cash, and fully warrant every one. Save money 
by getting our prices. 



203 Xortb Piftli St. 



. sx. xoxis, mo. 



W. M. Senter. 



ESTABLISHED 1864. 



W. T. Wilkins. 









COTTON FACTORS 






DEALERS IN 



BAGGING, TIES, BACON, FLOUR, 

And Other Plantation Supplies. 



m. IP. COR. THIRD AND WALNUT STS., ST. LOUIS. 



The LfCading Boot and Shoe House in Arkansas. 

POUOCKl 

DEALERS IN FINE AND N 

Fashionable Gnstom-made Boots, Shoes, and Slippers, 

114 Main St., - LITTLE ROCK, ARK. 

We keep constantly on hand the" largest stock in the State, at the 
lowest prices. Our large stock is kept up in all sizes during the entire 
year. We keep among our stock the finest of 

Ladies’ and Gentlemen’s Hand-made Boots and Shoes 

to be had, from the very best manufacturers in the country, some 01 
which cannot be found at any other store in the city. 

)Ne are State Agents for the James Means S3 Shoes. 

We make a specialty of children’s school shoes. Orders from abroad 
respectfully solicited and promptly executed. A cordial invitation is 
extended to all visiting the city to call at our store to see goods and 
prices. We keep 110 shoddy goods. 

foxjZ-.oo2^ az oo- 

A NEW •ENTERPRI^I 

Arkansas Mstkodist Book Conoem, 

C. C. GODDEN & CO., PROPRIETORS, 

No. 604>^ Main Street, - Little Hock, Ark. 

The only Southern Methodist Book Concern in the State. Carries 
the publications of the Southern Methodist Publishing House, 
Nashville, Tenn. ; the latest Hymn and Tune Church 
and Sunday-school Song-books. Also standard 
Secular Publications and Periodicals, 

Stationery, Notions, etc. 

GOOB ©UAU’TY AKB PMICBS. 

Prompt Attention Given All Orders. 




G. S. BRACK, 



Wh.nl{ 



-DEALER IN — 



CHINA, GLASS, AND QDEENSWARE 

SILVER-PLATED WARE, LAMPS AND CHANDELIERS. 



Decorated Tea*sets, 44 pieces, $3.75 to $4. Decorated Dinner and Tea*sets, 121 pieces, 

Decorated Tea-sets, 56 pieces, $4 to $5. $ 14 . 40 $ 29 , 

French China Tea-sets, 44 pieces. Moss Rose, ^ 

Decorated Dinner-sets, square shape, new, 

French China Tea-sets, gold hand, 44 pieces, pieces, $31.50 to $60. 

$ 8 . Decorated Chamher-sets, $3 to $35. 

Library and Students’ Lamps, Bisque Figures, etc. 



I^o. 220 ]»IAI^ SX., 



XIXXI.E ROCK, ARK. 



JAS. V. JOHNSTON. 



RE. H. VANCE. 



S. A. PEPPER. 



JOHNSTON & VANGE, 

Manufacturers and Dealers in 




GENTS’ FURNISHING GOODS, ETC., 

305 and 307 Main Street, under Peabody Hotel, MEMPHIS. TENN. 

SHIRTS MADE TO ORDER. 









'T’Eisrisr- 



Orders Carefully Filled. Qualities of the Highest Standards. 
Prices Always the Lowest. 
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T he Spring vSession of the Thirty-fifth Year begins Monday, ^Janii- 
ary 19, 1885. The Fall Session of the Thirty-sixth Year 'begins 
Wednesday, September 2, 1885. 

A More Healtli7 Location Cannot be Found. 

The College was never in a more prosperous condition. With a 
full Faculty of thorough teachers — fourteen in number — splen- 
did*buildings, a complete outfit for all departments 
p — Literar\% Music, Languages, Science, and 
Art — we offer the highest advantages. 

A delightful home for pupils. 

PRICES TO SCITSTHE TIMES. 

For Terms, special information, and Catalogues, address 

REV. A. B. JONES, A.M., 

I^’resicLeaa.t- 
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LITTLE ROCK 

Commercial College I? Telegrapi Instltnte, 

ILj ITTIL.E 

T his institution has just closed another very prosperous year, over three 
hundred students having been in attendance, representing eleven States. 
Every department of the College is at the present moment more complete, 
moi'e thorough, and more practical than ever before. 

Owing to the large and constantly increasing patronage, the College Faculty 
has been largely increased, and now embraces two of the best penmen in the 
country. Our Course of Study has been carefully revised, rewritten, and other- 
wise greatly improved. 

We have recently established a Branch School of Telegraphy at Hot Springs, 
and leased a telegraph line extending from Little Rock to Hot Springs, connecting 
the two places by wire. Just think of it! A line seventy-five miles in length, doing 
a regular telegraph business and connecting our two Telegraph Schools, certain- 
ly affords the most complete facilities for actual business practice ever devised, 
and is positively not equaled in this country. 

For College Journal and specimens of penmanship, address 

AARON BALES, President, 

Little Rock, Ark. 



MAESHALL & LUCKIE, 




DR. E. CROSS, DR. C. WATKINS, 

Residence, W. Third St. Residence, 41 1 Cwnberland St, 







South-east Comer Third and Mam Streets, 



LOTI 





r 

1 

1 ' 

■El 



GEMERAL i PLARTATIOR HARDWARE 

AND 

Agricultura Implements. 

The Largest Stock of Hames, Traces, Blind-bridles, Horse 
and Mule Collars, Back^bands, Hoes, and 
Plow-lines in the Market. 



SOLE iGESTS FOR B. F. AVERY S SONS’ PLOWS. 



Sole Agents for tlie Iowa Best Steel-g^alir aniseed, 
Four-pointed, Close-set Bari) l^ire. 

ORGILL BROTHERS & CO., 

l\los. 310 and 312 Front SI., - Memphis, Tenn. 



R. G. DAVIES, 




lE^OOIivd: 1, a--^II>TES BILiOOIfZ, 
HOT SPRINGS, ARK. 




Qonoral Agent for Flouring Hills. 

2i6 E. MARKHAM ST„ LITTLE ROCK, ARK, 

Royal Patent, Golden C rown, Morning Star, Old Gold. 

Ageni for Siar Meal, Wood Maude Milling Co., St. Louis, Mo. 

^11 ISZiand-s of ^rod.-a.ce orni Hand.. 
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YaaderbiltCmversity 

3Sr^SIE3:^I3LiI-.El, TE3ST3>T- 



Permanent Endowment, 



- $ 700 , 000 . 



^ The Academic, Biblical, and Law Departments open September i. 
The Medical, Dental, and Pharmaceutical Departments open October 
I. Fees: x\cademic Department, $65; Biblical, $15; Law, $100; 
Medical, $90; Dental, $65; Pharmaceutical, $65. The Schools of 
Science are supplied with the most approved apparatus. The School 
of Engineering is supplied with a workshop for practical instruction. 
Two Post-graduate Fellowships, worth $500 each, and four Graduate 
Fellowships, worth $300 each, are annually awarded. 

Board from $12 to $20 per month. The Annual Register is sent on 
o John W. Shipp, Secretary of the Faculty. 

L. C. GARLAND, Chancellor. 



WIISOI I will, 

DEALERS IN 

BOOKS * STATIOHEIT, 

A larger assortment selected with tasle, and a better display 
than ever before made. 

EVERY THING NEW, AND NO HIGH PRICES. 
COME AND SEE US. 

Eeligious Books, Sermon Paper, and Wall Paper, 

SCHOOL-BOOKS A SPECIALTY. 



210 MAIN STREET. 



LITTLE ROCK. ARK. 



J0II ?. spiiie, I.D., 

Eya Ear, Throat, and Nosa 

OFFICE OVER J. H. SCULL & CO.. 

PINE BLUFF - - ARK. 






ARKANSAS METHODIST, 

A Weekly FmiMily J'QurmmL 

The Official Organ of the Methodist Episcopal Church, 
South, in Arkansas, and the Only Methodist 
Paper published in the State. 

There are more than four hundred Methodist ministers within the State, 
alt of whom are our authorized agents. 

THE METHODIST 



Circulates in every county in Arkansas, and offers 
superior inducements as an 




We appeal to the 55,000 Methodists in the State, whose 
paper it is, not only to take it themselves, but 
to aid us in introducing it into the homes 
of their neighbors and friends. 

OFFICE: 60414 MAIN ST., - LITTLE ROCK, ARK. 

ONE DOLLAR AND FIFTY CENTS A YEAR. SEVENTY-FIVE CENTS FOR SIX MONTHS. 

FKKK to all preachers who will send us FIVE or more yearly suhscrihers. 



JOHN. H. DYE & A. R, WINFIELD, Ed’s and Prop’s. 




WHOLESALE AND RETAIL DEALER IN 



DRUGS, MEDICINES, CHEMICALS, 

Surgical Instruments, Trusses, 

ToiLet Soaps, Sr-a.sla.es, Oorjalos, S=erf'U.20o.er3r, 
and. I^anc 37 - Toilet .Articles. 

Physician’s Prescriptions Accurately Compounded. 

Successor TO MoAlmont & Gibson. LITTLE ROCK, ARK. 

Estabeishet) 1851. 





MEDICAL COLLEGE, 









BMmBx.om Q3F iss-^-es. 



•PROFESSORS: 



P. O. HOOPER, M.D., 

Practice of Medicine, and Presid’t of Fnctilfy. ^ 

EDWIN BENTLEY, M.D., 

Institutes and Practice of Surgery. 

A. L. BREY8ACHER, IM.D., . 
Obstetrics and Diseases of If^o/nen and Chil- 
dren. 

I gJAMES A. DIBRELL, JR., M.D., 

General, Descriptive, and Stirgical Anatomy. 

') 

JOHN J. McALMONT, M.D., 

Materia Medica, Therapeutics, Hygiene, and 
Botany. 

JAMES H. SOUTHALL. M.D.. 
Institutes of Medicine. 

ROSCOE G. JF:NNINGS, M.D., 

Clinical Sitrgcry and Dermatology . 



.1. H. BOND, M.D., 

Medical ( 'hemistry and Toxicologv. 

L. P. GIBSON, M.D., 
Demonstrator of Anatomy. 

T. E. MURRELL, M.D., 
OplUhalmology and Otology. 

JAMES H. LENOW, M.D., 

Diseases of the Genito-Urhiary Organs. 

CLAIBORNE WATKINS, M.D 
Physical Diagnosis and Clinical Medicine. 

LOUIS R. STARK, M.D., 
Gyneecology. 

t JOHN WATERS, M.D., 

Clinical Medicine and Prosector of Anatomy. 

W. U. SIMMONS, U. S. SioNAi. Service, 
Meteorology, etc. 



fT John Canonico, Janitor, at the ('ollege, on Second, between Main and Louisiana streets. 



All communication.^ should be addressed to 



R. G. JENNINGS, Secrdaiy of Faculty, 



Litti.e Rock, Ark. 





^XJEIT^ID SIEEIDS, EITC. 

DEALERS IN • 

liime, Oement, ^leister, €^orn, Oats, Jfay, 

413 to 419 C. Markham St.; Cotton Warehouse, 110 to 122 Commerce St., 
UXTI.E ROCK, - - - ARKA]^SAS. 



. B. LOWEKSTEm a BEOa, 

IMPORTERS AND JOBBERS OF 

FOREIGI>i APiD DOIttBSXIC 

DRY GOODS, 

Notions and Hosiery, and Gents’ 
Furnishing Goods, 



S. H. BROOKS 



H. M. NEELY. 



BEOOKS, miY & CO, 



WHOLESALE 









AND 



867 FRONTS!., 



MEMPHIS, TENN. 




CK, ARK. 



BH. T. B. 

Specialty; Diseases of tbe Eye, Ear, Tbroat, and Nose. 



OFFICE HOURS: 9 A.M. TO 12 M.; 2 TO 5 P.M. 



320 W. Markliam St., 



L.ittle Rock, Ark. 



f) 4L1JI) 



WHOLESALE DEALERS IN 



Drugs and Medicines, 

Fancy Articles, School-books, 
Stationery, and Cutlery. 

No. 33 ]!tIAIN ST., MEMPHIS, TENN. 






SCHOOLFIELD. HANAUER & GO. 















3SrO. 2Se STI^EET, 

^iU cc Cc6tal^c ^luc ii.l^i/cl'4i £l 14141 uc^- 

i>a4ij ill ^)i4>ii4e.xv ^e&4 iiai^i | 7^ 1885. 

We thank all our friends for our success, and hope it has 
been a benefit to them as well as to us. 



D. T. PORTER. 



G. W. MACREA. 



PORTER & MACREA, 






-AND- 



No. 300 Front Street, 



MEMPHIS, TENN. 




204 Main St., Mempliis, Tenn., 

Keeps on hand a Full Stock of Coffins, Burial Robes, etc. Orders 
C. 0. D. Promptly Filled. 



% 






Is tH$ Acme of Perfection in Sewing*maohines. 

The latest and best made; light-running; large arm; self-banding and self- 
threading; adjustable carpet-lined treadle. I.,adies are delighted with the 
Leader. The following is only a sample of w’hat thousands of ladies say: 

Little Rock, January 5, 1885. 

Messrs. C. A. Stockton Co.: The Leader Machine which I purchased of you 
last year excels any machine I ever used, and I have used several. I doubt not 
thaj it merits all that is claimed for it. I cheerfully recommend it, feeling sure 
that any lady would.be pleased finding it running so lightly and with so little 
noise, and doing so many different kinds of \vork by different attachments, that 
it is a pleasure to use it. Mrs. A. R. Winfield. 

Every machine fully guaranteed. Machines sent to all parts of the State. 



If there is no Leader Agent in your town, write to us for full description, or 



call on us. Try no other. Address 



c. A. s'rocK'ro:^ & co., 

504 Main St., Little Rock, Ark. 



W. T. GILMORE, 

Manufacturer of and Dealer in 




Collars, Bridles, 'Wliips, Haines. 

METHODIST BLOCK, 

Main Street, - - Uttle Rock, Ark* 



^epsLlriaa.g' a,3a.d. “oTs "^^orDs: Bsrec'u.tod. !2;Tea,tl3r- 




DEALERS IN 



Hardware, Iron, Cutlery, Hails, 

CoolKxn.g' aiiia. Heatirxg' StoTres, 

ROCK, ... ARKANSAS. 

' -■ ■ ' 








LITTLE ROCK, 



ARKANSAS. 



ALBERT COHEH, 



m 



417 Main Street, betiieen 4tb and 5th, LITTLE ROCK, ARK. 



Established in business in 1855. Keeps a first-class stock of all articles found in 
a first-class Jewelry house. Spectacles a Specialty. Personal atten- 
tion given to repairs. All work and goods warranted. 



"W. li. SuW’OOST., 

Wholesale and Retail Dealer in 

Drugs and Medicines, 

Fancy Articles,* School-books, 
Stationery, and Cutlery. 




Formerly Commercial Hotel, 

Cor. Front and Jeiiorson Ctroots, ■ Momphis, Tom 






OF RICHMOND, VA. 



TERMS: Transient Rates, $2 per Day. 




QUITMAN 



Situated among the hills of Cleburne county; pure 
air; good water; a Methodist community; a 
full Faculty, and a Methodist College full of 
students — these are our attractions. 

One hundred and eighty matriculates up to date. Tuition at the minimum point 

Board in good families from eight to ten dollars per month. Send for 
circular to S. H. BABCOCK, Quitman, Ark. 



WHOLESALE AND RETAIL DEALERS IN * 

Drugs and Medicines, 

Fancy Articles, School-books, 
Stationery, and Cutlery. 

Pi'oprietors of Dr. Barton’s Worm Candy, Dr. Barton’s Household Liniment, 
Dr. Barton’s Iron and Bark Tonic, Dr. Barton’s Carbolated Salve, Dr. Barton’s 
Magnetic Cough Sirup. 

PIXE BEUFF, ARK. 



Gazette Printing Company, 

PPBUSHBRS OF XHH 

ARKANSAS GAZETTE. 

TERMS: 

Daily — one year, $io; six months, $5; one month, $1. 
Weekly — one year, $1.50; six months, $1. 

I^iberal Xerms to Ag:ents. Send for Sample Copies. 

G J^lETTl J0B PBIMTIMG 

Is unrivaled. For clean, neat work at moderate cost we are unsurpassed.. 

Samples sent for inspection. 



Address 



Lrittle Rock, Ark» 




Sonthern Insurance Go. 

OF NEW ORLEANS, LA. 

CASH CAHTAl, ' ' - $300,000. 

Risks written tliroug^liout tlie State on Gin 
Houses and Contents. ^ 

T. C. POWELL, General AgH for Arhansas. 



M. D. BABER. . GEO. THORNBURGH. 

. BABER I TEOEHBTOGH, 




M. C. F. INSTITUTE, 

Fall Session begins first Monday in September. Spring Session be- 
gins the fourtli Monday in January. Commencement-day the second 
Wedne.sday in June. This is the Fortieth Year. Library, Reading- 
room, Apparatus, and all facilities furnished, with buildings greatly en- 
larged. ^end for Catalogues. 

PROF. G. C. JONES, A. W. JONES, 

Secretary of Faculty. President. 



Wbolesaie Dealers in Staple and Fancy 

GROCERIES, 

Produce, and Commission. 



622 S'TRHH'r, 



U'TXCK ROCK, ARK. 



We make a specialty of handling Country Produce oh consignment, and 
render prompt account sales. 





LOGAN FEMALE COLLEGE, 

RUSSELLVILLE, KY. 

The Best Female College Building in Kentucky. Only a 
thirteen hours’ run from Little Rock. Has a Fac- 
ulty of ten specialists. A Course of Study 
embracing every department. 

No sheep- skins for sale, nor graduates made on short notice. , 

Climate nearly the same as that of Little Rock. Appoint- f 

ments first-class. Healthful and home-like. 

Convenient to Arkansas people. 

Sessions begin first Tuesday in September, and third Monday in January. 

Write for terms. H. K. TAYLOR, President. 

HILL, FONTAINE & CO., 

WHOLESALE 

CrTocers and Cotton Tactors, 

NOS, 296 & 298 FHOMT STIEIT. 

GOTTON FAGTORS AND GOMM15SION MERGHANTS, MEMPHIS TEHH 

Xo. 116 .South Maiu .St., .ST. LOUIS, lift. UiUUU UtUf A UAlAl, 

L. Lawhorn. ESTABLISHED, 1868. A. W, Newsom. 

LAWHORNT NEWSOM, 

GENERAL 

COMLIISSOH MERGHAHTS 

.\ND WHOLESALE DEALERS IS 

PEOTTS, PEOITO, m GEAnr. 

3 ^^ ST., - 




3^E3^Z=HZS, TGBlJTZT. 



fflilleFSby Fg Pemale Csllege, 

MORRIS EVANS, D.D., PRINCIPAL. 

T his college has been in continuously successful operation since 
1851. Its location is in the celebrated Blue Grac Lands of Ken- 
tucky, which section is noted for its equable and healthy climate, as 
well as for the natural beauty of the country. 

The b.a.iiii:- were planned and erected for the scr.ool. Every ad- 
vantage that rip- experience could suggest has been adopted in erecting 
this house. Heated by steam, the orotection is complete against the se- 
verest coh’ of oar winters. 

The Faculty is always large enough to properly divide Jthe work 
without overtaxing any one. The heads of departments are experienced 
teachers, who have earned a reputation for success in their specialties. 

The Aim is Womanly Culture; 

Training the intellect in harmony with and as accessory to the highest and 
purest spiritual development. Believing that the Southern civilization is 
the most admirable ever yet attained, this College will seek to foster that 
type of culture. 

The cost 01 educating a girl here is>as low as any first-class school can 
afford to make it. With inferior teachers and appointments the rates 
could be reduced, but not with our excellences in these respects. 

For furth'^r particulars or Catalogue, address 

, MORRIS EVANS, Principal. 



